Speaking Comprehension Test for 9-10th Form Students

 Б     
Directions:


In this test you will select three task slips from those before you.  After selecting three, choose the one you feel you are most capable to speak about and return the other two to the table face down.  Then take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic.  You may refer to the topic as needed.  Take a deep breath and begin.  

1. The choices we make in our youth can greatly affect our adult lives.

a. What decision have you made in your life that you think will be the most important to your future?

b. If you could, would you change the decision you made? Why? Why not?

c. What future decisions do you foresee needing to make?

2. Change is a fundamental part of life and an essential part of the development of a community.

a. In your community, what are the most notable changes you have seen in the last year?

b. Have these changes been positive or negative?

c. What do you think should be changed? Why?

3. Tell about an ethical person you know.

a. What do you say that he or she is ethical?

b. What has this person done or not done that gives him or her special integrity?

c. Would this person be a role model you wish to follow? Why or why not?

4. The 20th century was dominated by advances in technology, most notably the invention of                   the computer and its widespread use across the planet.

a. What do you think about technology and modernization?

b. What advantages and disadvantages of modernization do you see and foresee?

c. Where is technology taking us and what can we expect in the future?

5. Art has long been described as the truest form of self-expression and depicting the complicated world around us.

a. What form of art means the most to you and why?

b. What specific work of art especially reflects something about you and how you think and feel?

c. Describe how it represents you and your thoughts.

6. You are now in the eleventh form. Soon you will graduate from school. Looking back,

a. What advice would you like to give to younger pupils about school life?

b. What would you like to see changed about your school or the system of education   in Russia?

c. What are your goals to improve yourself in your future life at university or in your career?

7. A Greek proverb says that, “Nothing is permanent except change.”

a. How do you interpret this proverb?

b. Do you agree with the statement or not? Why?

c. Give some examples from life that support your opinion.

8. You will be stranded alone on a deserted island. You have time to take only one thing with you before the ship sinks.

i. What one thing will you take and why?

ii. How will it help you survive alone on the deserted island?

iii. What would be your first steps to prepare for an uncertain time on the island?

9. Holidays are special times when people give and receive presents signifying their love for one another.

a. What do you think is better, to give or to receive presents? Why?

b. What presents do you especially wish for? Why do you want these things?

c. If you had the money or ability to give one person in the world anything, to whom would you give it, what would you give, and why?

10. Many people disagree about the secret of having a healthy body. Different food diets, exercise routines and vitamins are just some of the things that are recommended.

a. What do you think are the keys to a healthy lifestyle and a long life? Why?

b. How could you present your advice to get people to follow it?

c. What are currently the biggest threats to the health of  реорle? Why?

11. Many people believe that violence on television and in the movies is the cause of many of today’s problems.

a. What is your opinion on this subject?

b. What effects does violence have on viewers?

c. What solutions could you propose that would make both sides on this argument happy?

12. It is hard to imagine a world hundreds of years ago without the modern conveniences we are accustomed to.

a. What do you think has been the most influential invention of all time? Why?

b. Where would we be without this invention today?

c. If you could invent anything you wanted, what would it be, what would it do and how would it help us?

13. You want to run for the position of class president at your school.

a. What issues are of interest to the students?

b. What promises will you make to the students to get elected?

c. What are your personal motives for wanting this office?
14.  Do humans have a responsibility to care for the environment and animals?

· What are the consequences, bad and good, of your belief?

· What kinds of problems have humans already cause by disregarding the environment?

· How can people take care of the environment and animals?

15. You have been chosen to speak at a conference for teachers about what a student wants in a teacher.

· What would you say the teachers?  What, in your opinion, makes a good teacher?

· Is it important for a teacher to know a student’s opinion?  Why?

· Tell about one teacher who has been influential for you.  How?

16.   Do you think a universal language would be useful for modern life?

· Which language would you suggest as the common language?  Why?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of having a universal language?

· How do you think knowing more than one language can affect your life?

17.   Extreme sports such as skydiving, mountain climbing, and bungee jumping are very popular, but also very dangerous.  What is so appealing about these sports that people will risk their lives to do them?

· Is there an extreme sport you want to try and/or one you don’t?  Which one(s) and why?

· How would your family react to your doing an extreme sport?

· If you were going to try an extreme sport, what precautions would you take?

18.   Stereotypes are often based on partial truth.  What would you say to someone who stereotyped you based on gender, age or nationality?

· Have you ever stereotyped someone or had someone stereotype you?  What happened?

· How would you disprove a negative stereotype of  people?

· Are there advantages and disadvantages to stereotyping?  If so, what are they?
